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Writer Tim Gustafson discloses what it’s like to read the comment section on online news sites: “Risky,
but fascinating. Commenting on an interview with a millionaire endeavoring to live forever in this life, one
reader posted this from Matthew 16:25: “ “Whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their

life for me will find it.” - Jesus.” Reacting to that comment, another reader posted, “Wasn't there a book written

about Him? & 7 To which a third reader replied, “Yes, fiction.”

We've gathered as people who don't believe Jesus was fiction. We believe he was a real person - fully
God and fully human. We just concluded weeks focused God's indescribable gift to us in and through the
person of Jesus Christ. It makes sense we should consider how we can and should respond to God.

The book of Romans is like an attorney’s well-constructed argument, building to a climax for the “case
for salvation through Christ” and how his followers are to live. Some reject God’s offer, choosing to go their
own way, but for those who’ve placed their trust in Jesus Christ, there are amazing things in store.

Chapter 12 encapsulates what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, one of his followers. It's predicated on
what God has done for us. This is seen in the opening verse of the chapter.

Read Romans 12:1. >>page 803 in Bible in chair racks<<

If your employer were to begin a conversation with “therefore” and follow by saying, “I expect you to
work five 10 to 12 hour days for the next three months.”

Workers’ response: groans, thoughts of looking for another job, why?

Suppose instead the boss had prefaced the “therefore” by saying, “Business is booming. We have
incredible orders coming and clients willing to pay a lot. If we accept these orders everyone is going to get a
50% raise in base pay and another 50% bonus if we meet the production goal: therefore, I expect you to work
five 10 to 12 hour days for the next three months.” Workers would start tingling and high-fiving as they visualize
dollar signs.

It’s important to know why the therefore is there for. “Whoa Paul. Hold your horses. Simmer down.
You can't launch into something like this without any explanation.”

The verse reveals a little of why therefore is there for - “in view of God's mercy.” The previous verses
shed light on God's metcy - but in broad terms. Therefore, it’s necessary and prudent to view the therefore of
12:1 as referring to all that’s been written previously.

Therefore, we're going to do a quick survey of the first 11 chapters of Romans. We'll catch a few waves
of teaching and skip across some of the crests as we begin our series on how we’re to live as genuine and faithful

disciples because of our relationship to God. We’ll find other therefores as Paul builds his case.



Read 1:1-4

The gospel or good news was foretold in the OT scriptures and has been fully revealed through Jesus
Christ. He’s the unique being of the universe. He’s fully human as his human nature descends from David. At
Christmas we celebrated the incarnation of God into humanity. Jesus is also fully God, powerfully declared to
be the Son of God because of his resurrection from the dead. He is the Lord - master, ruler, supreme being.

Read 1:16, 17

Paul clearly stated his position. He was among the righteous, spiritually alive because he fully trusted
in the Good News about Jesus. His life, death and resurrection enable people to be in a right relationship with
God. They no longer are in a wrong relationship as enemies hostile to God.

One might think the instantaneous, not-needing-to-think-about-it reaction would be to stand with
mouth wide open, fall on knees or layout fully on the ground because of what God has done.

Read 1:18 - 23.

God revealed himself through creation. He didn’t reveal himself to only a select few. He revealed
himself to everybody and made it possible for all people to know him... if they look.

God allows people to make a choice. The problem is people turn away. They don't seek God or come
to him. Their thinking became futile. Their foolish hearts were darkened. They became fools. They received
depraved minds. They worshipped and served created things rather than the creator. This happened because
they didn't glorify God, give thanks to him or think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of him (1:21 — 28).

Thetefore, God gave them over to their sinful desires and shameful lusts. People don't receive love
from God but wrath. The NIV Study Bible (note on 1:18) describes it as “not a petulant, irrational burst of
anger, such as humans often exhibit, but a holy, just revulsion against what is contrary to and opposes his holy
nature and will... The wrath of God is his abandonment of the wicked to their sins.”

People suffer the natural consequences as God abandons them to their sins, all kinds of sins: “sexual
impurity...unnatural sexual relations...every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity...envy, murder,
strife, deceit and malice...gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful...invent ways of doing
evil...disobey their parents; They are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless” (1:24 — 31).

All of us have been and will be disappointed by someone or something. Maybe you saw college football
fans disappointed by their teams not winning a playoff game — tears streaming down their sad faces.

Pales in comparison to how horribly disappointed God has been by people who are sinners. God had
high hopes for people when he created Adam and Eve. Then came the disappointment as the pinnacle of
creation, those who were made in the image of God, who had everything provided for them, turned their backs
on him, rejected him and his love, and sinned. Sin entered the world, but people also are sinners because we
ourselves have done wrong, committed moral crimes against God. Because of rejection of God and people’s

sin, they’re doomed. God hopes people will wake up and seek him.



V. 20 says people are without excuse. Everyone is without an excuse. When people say, “Everyone”
they don't really mean everyone. It’s usually limited to the ones they think are important or think the same way.

When God says everyone is without excuse, he means everyone. Nobody can come to him and say, “I
didn't know. I had no idea. This is all new to me.” God doesn't accept any excuses from anyone.

Read 3:10-12

Sounds like people have dug themselves a pretty deep hole. There’s no ladder or rope to climb up.
Can't phone a friend to get them out. “For all have sinned and fall shott of the glory of God.” (3:23).

That's some really bad, tetrible, awful, hotrible news. But there is good news and it forms the outside
of the Oreo around that familiar verse.

Read 3:21-25-A

The good news is God has made it possible to be in right standing with him. It comes through his
gracious activity that provides it through faith in Jesus Christ. It happens when a person places their trust,
dependence, reliance upon only Jesus Christ and what he has done. It’s not just accepting the fact Jesus died
and rose. It’s accepting the person and the work he’s done as the only alternative. He's provided redemption.

The person is justified. It's a legal term referring to two actions. The person is declared to no longer
be guilty. The punishment they cleatly, naturally and totally deserved has been cancelled. Positively, the person
is declared to be in a right standing with God. This is given or imputed to us from Jesus Christ. The person not
only has sins and moral crimes expunged from their record but is treated as never having committed an offense.

Some people may try other ways to get to heaven which is where everybody wants to be and hopes to
be. They may feel they can make it if they do lots of good things, or if they’re against really horrible things, or
feel everybody uses their own path, or there's nothing after this life.

The Bible makes it explicitly clear that all have sinned and all come under judgment and the only
recourse for all is to throw themselves upon the mercy and grace of God demonstrated through Jesus Christ.

Abraham was a pretty nice guy, but he needed to place his trust in God. When he did, it was credited
to his account as righteousness. Abraham is an example of the universal truth — human effort is worthless while
God’s actions are priceless. This leads into the next passage which contains one of the big “therefores.”

Read 4:22 - 5:2

God credits righteousness and justification to those who believe he raised Jesus from the dead. This
leads to having peace with God. Historians have gone back 5600 years and determined the world has had close
to 15,000 wars with less than 300 years of peace. The bigger issue is that people have been at war with God
since the dawn of creation and are unable to achieve peace with God by their measly efforts.

God can give it. We're informed again that Jesus provides right standing with God. Sounds like a theme
of the book, doesn't it? It's Jesus and only Jesus who can bring peace to the heart.

Another provision is the hope of the glory of God. Thete's more to human existence than what's

happening in this time and space configuration. There are some good times, but if this is all there is, a lot of



people would want a rain check or a do over. The promise because of and through Jesus is there is life for
people beyond this planet - in eternity... in a perfect place... called heaven... with him... and God the Father.

Read 5:6-8.

Powetless. Not exactly a great position to be in. It's beyond merely being weak. It's having zero power,
totally helpless, nothing that are able to contribute.

We've heatd stoties of roller coasters that have stopped roller coasting, with cars stopped at the top of
a loop. The riders are upside down. The thing won't budge. Passengers might try a united effort of going
forward and back in attempt to jar the thing loose, but nothing. Banging on the cars with their hands gets the
same result. They can't get out of their seats because they’re hamessed in and if they wete to somehow open
the harness... They need to rely on an outside force to come and rescue them from their perilous predicament.

All people are sinners. All are ungodly. All are powerless to do anything about their condition. Enter
the one and only person who could do something. Jesus Christ came to rescue us in the most profound
demonstration of God's love.

Verses 10 and 11 bring in the concepts of being reconciled and saved. Reconciled means to be brought
into a right relationship because the hostilities between God and people have been put to an end. Saved means
the person has been rescued and delivered from their perilous predicament and brought into an area of safety.

Here are some wave crests in chapter 6 of God’s provision: enabled to live a new life, different from
our pre-Christian life had been (6:4), no longer slaves to sin (6:0), been freed from sin, its penalty and its power
to control us (6:7), and we’ll live with him (6:8) referring to having a new moral quality to our lives now and
living with Christ eternally.

Jump ahead to 8:1. Another of the big “therefores.” Read 8:1.

No condemnation. There had been condemnation. We had deserved punishment. But thank God,
we've been delivered from that. Nobody can condemn us and say we don't deserve to be in heaven but deserve
to be in hell.

God doesn't hold us guilty anymore. He's like a judge where an attorney tries to bring back a case
already ruled on. The judge says, “Case? What case? There’s no case. There’s no record of wrongdoing.”

Read 8:16, 17.

Those who place their trust in Jesus Christ become God's children. They have an elevated status as
children of the King. I remember a story about a young boy who walked around inside a palace, wherever he
wanted - kitchen, sleeping quarters, dining room, areas closed off to visitors. Some tourists were annoyed about
the child and contacted security. “How dare this mere child act that way. Who does he think he is?”” The kid,
he could even walk unannounced right into the king’s office. The reason, he was the king's son.

We are God’s kids. We have the perks of connection to the most benevolent and loving king who has
ever lived, who welcomes us as his children and heirs, full heirs, joint heirs with Jesus Christ. All that God has,

all he's given to Jesus and all he has in store for all of eternity belongs to us. There’ll come a day when we’ll be



fully adopted as sons (8:23). This will take place when our bodies are resurrected, signaling the final stage of
being adopted and getting our full inheritance.

This brings us to the center of the book. I counted 209 verses before it and 213 verses after it. It’s not
only the center, we could call it the heart of the book. We associate heart with love. The 12 verses speak to the
height, width, breadth and depth of God’s loving kindness, grace and mercy. Going to have them read without
comment afterwards.

Romans 8:28-39.

READ Romans 9:22 — 25.

God made the riches of his glory known through the one and only who has ever seen God, who had
been at the Father's side, had shared all the riches of glory with the Father, but entered into humanity. Jesus
Christ, born in a manger, lived a perfect life so he could die on the cross as a substitute for people’s sins and
rise again. God made the riches of his glory known through Jesus to the objects of his mercy. This is Good
News to all people, Jew and Gentile alike. We ate all objects of God's metcy.

Read Romans 10:9-13.

We're almost back to shore, but first we need the summary statement of 11:33-36.

Read 11:33-36.

We've landed back at therefore. Therefore, in view of God's mercy...to be continued...God's mercy
to be continued...the effects in our lives to be continued now and forever...to be continued in next week’s
message and the following weeks as we explore the implications of being saved, of being a follower of Jesus

Christ.



