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Activities this week 

Today        9:00 am Worship Service 
      10:20 am Sunday School  
Monday       6:30 pm Ladies’ Christmas Party 
Wednesday        9:00 am Jail Ministry                                                   
Saturday        4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service 
   

 
Pray for: “S and W” in Eastern Europe 

• That they would adjust to a new country of service, which brings new 
relationships, ministries, and responsibilities. 

 
Check out the Christmas literature on the foyer table! 
 
C&MA Christmas year-end offering is today. It extends “His life-giving 
presence and uncontainable love to those who have yet to hear the good 
news of great joy.”  Please mark gifts accordingly. 
 
Nominations from the congregation for positions to be elected at the 
Annual Meeting need to be turned in to Pastor or the Nominating Commit-
tee by next Sunday so they can be presented to the Nominating Committee. 
 
Year-end charitable giving-IRS regulations state financial gifts can only 
be considered for 2022 tax purposes if they’re received or postmarked by 
December 31. 
 
Bible Reading-By reading God’s love letter we discover new insights 
about Him, His love, and His plan, as well as have old ones refreshed. To 
aid in your pursuit of God, Bible reading schedules are available at the Info 
Center.  
 
Children’s Church—age 4 through 6th grade is available to parents 
who’d like to avail themselves of this opportunity.  Children can leave the 
sanctuary before the message.  Sunday School available for same ages. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Report November 30, 2022 
 Monthly   Monthly      YTD  YTD   
  Need                 Income              Need                Income 
General Fund   $6,849             $7,550.24           $75,343              $88,730   
Missions                           $870                  $6,780*          $12,484                  
            *GCF Faith Promise for 2022   

A full report is on the foyer bulletin board. 

Announcements 

December 18, 2022 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship  

Worship Through Singing                 (#62) Angels We Have Heard on High 

                 Mary, Did You Know? 

                            Christmas Hallelujah 

Family Time  

Prayer 

Worship Through Giving  

Video:  The Greatest Story Ever Told 

Worship Through Singing                    I Heard The Bells 

Flute and Piano Duet            Joy to the World/Hallelujah Chorus  

Message from God’s Word 

Closing Song        Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Closing  Prayer   

Postlude 

 
 

Ushers for today: Don Bong and Brian Schmidt 
Ushers for next week:  Mark Bong and Reuel Loritz 

Sound System for today:  Reuel Loritz 
Sound System for next week: Jeff Michalski 

Church cleaning this week:  Bonnie and Karen B. 

Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm 

Christmas Morning at 9:00 am 

(No Children’s Church or Sunday School Christmas morning) 



The Back Page 

 

 From a distance, we dazzle; up close, we’re tarnished. Put 
enough of us together and we may resemble an impressive moun-
tain range. But when you get down into the shadowy crevices  . . 
The Alps we ain’t. 

 That’s why our Lord means so much to us. He is intimately 
acquainted with all our ways. Darkness and light are alike to Him. 
Not one of us is hidden from His sight. 

 All things are open and laid bare before Him: our darkest          
secret, our deepest shame, our stormy past, our worst thought, our 
hidden motive, our vilest imagination . . . Even our vain attempts to 
cover the ugly with snow-white beauty.  

 He comes up so close. He sees it all. He knows our frame. He 
remembers we are dust. Best of all, He loves us still  . . . 

 In our world of superficial talk and causal relationships, it is 
easy to forget that a smile doesn’t necessarily mean, “I’m happy,” 
and the courteous answer “I’m fine” may not be at all truthful . . .  

 I’m not suggesting that everyone is an emotional time bomb 
or that masks are worn by all who seem to be enjoying life. But I’ve 
lived long enough to know that many a heart hides agony while the 
face reflects ecstasy. 

 There is Someone, however, Who fully knows what lurks in 
our hearts. And knowing, He never laughs mockingly and fades 
away. He never shrugs and walks away. Instead, He understands 
completely and stays near. 

 Who indeed, knows? Our God, alone, knows. He sympathizes 
with our weaknesses and forgives all our transgressions. To Him 
there are no secret struggles or silent cries. 

 

Emmanuel: God Comes Up Close and Knows Us 
Charlies Swindoll, ‘The Finishing Touch” 

 


