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 Snoopy of the Peanuts comic strip is a versatile canine. He’s a World War I flying ace fighting the Red 

Baron. He’s a vulture. He's a sports star, the best player on the Charlie Brown's baseball team. He’s Joe Cool.  

 Snoopy is also an author. He can wax poetic: “Your eyes are beautiful. Shall I compare them to a 

summer day? No, even more. Your eyes are like two supper dishes.” Lucy criticized one of his love letters in 

which he wrote: “Dear sweetheart, I miss you morning, noon and night.” She told him, “That’s too vague. 

When you write to a girl, you have to be more specific.” Snoopy then writes, “I miss you at 8:15, 11:45 and 

9:36...” Another time he writes, “Dear blank. I miss you more each day. I love you more than words can say.” 

Charlie Brown tells him, “That's nice, but who are you writing to?” Snoopy's answer: “I can always fill that in 

later.” His best writing is when he turns his talents and paws to writing a novel: It Was a Dark and Stormy Night. 

 Part I. It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly, a shot rang out! A door slammed. The maid screamed. 

 Suddenly, a pirate ship appeared on the horizon! While millions of people were starving, the king lived 

 in luxury. Meanwhile, on a small farm in Kansas, a boy was growing up. 

 At this point, Snoopy says with a grin, “In Part two, I'll tie all of this together.” 

 Part II. A light snow was falling, and the little girl with the tattered shawl had not sold a violet all day. 

 At that very moment, a young intern at City Hospital was making an important discovery. The 

 mysterious patient in Room 213 had finally awakened. She moaned softly. Could it be that she was the 

 sister of the boy in Kansas who loved the girl with the tattered shawl who was the daughter of the 

 maid who had escaped from the pirates? And so the ranch was saved. THE END. 

 “It was a dark and stormy night” is a fitting description for our world today. Many Christians see the 

world as going from worse to worse as the world wanders away from God. They wonder what the world is 

coming to and what it will be like for their children and grandchildren. Fear tries to creep in. 

 It was a similar situation 2000 plus years ago. The people of God hadn't had direct revelation from 

God through the prophets for 400 plus years. Brutal empires had ruled and were ruling over them with iron 

fists. They were mistreated, enslaved and massacred. Many wondered if God was aware of what was happening 

or if he even existed at all. People were in fear about their day-to-day existence and the future. 

 The birth narratives of Jesus in the Bible bring the themes we’d expect during in the season leading up 

to Christmas - light, life, hope, joy, peace and love. However, the people who were part of the story struggled. 

There were occasions when they were afraid.  

 Let's begin with Zechariah, a relative of Mary, in the Scripture read earlier. 

 READ  Luke 1:11 - 14. 



 Zechariah was a priest who served in the temple. One day he was quietly and reverently going about 

his duties of burning incense when what to his wondering eyes appeared - an angel. It wasn’t a “ho-hum, been 

there, seen that” kind of thing. Zechariah was startled and gripped with fear with good reason. People associated 

the appearance of an angel with not so good news and they were afraid they were going to die. 

 The angel had a message: don’t be afraid because I bring good news as the Lord has answered your 

prayers and that of your wife. The old…old…couple was going to have a son whom they were to name John. 

He would have a unique place in revealing the Messiah.  

 Zechariah recovered long enough from quaking and shaking in his sandals to ask how this could be. 

The angel informed him he was Gabriel and because of his disbelief Zechariah wouldn't speak until after the 

birth of his son. 

 Zechariah regained the ability to talk after indicating his son's name was John. He burst out in praise 

to God, declaring what God was going to do, including people being “rescued from the hand of our enemies 

and enabled to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days” (Luke 1:74, 75). 

 Next up is Mary. She too was visited by the angel Gabriel who told her she was highly favored by the 

Lord who was with her. Go to v. 29. 

 READ  Luke 1:29 - 31. 

 Mary had the same reaction as Zechariah for the same reason. She was greatly troubled. The angel told 

her she didn't need to be afraid as he didn’t come as an agent of judgment but to deliver a special message: God 

had chosen her to be the mother of a son whom she was to name Jesus. He would be the Son of the Most 

High and have a kingdom that would never end. Mary wondered how this was possible because she was a 

virgin. The angel reassured her that God had it under control.  

 Next up is Joseph after he discovered his bride-to-be was pregnant. He loved Mary and didn't want to 

bring her any harm, especially not the Old Testament punishment for adultery which was stoning. He decided 

he was going to divorce her privately. 

 READ Matthew 1:20. The angel told Joseph to not be afraid. The angel wouldn't have said this unless 

that was how Joseph was responding. Likely his fear was motivated by what people would think. Would he and 

she and the baby be ostracized from the community? Would the family have to carry the stigma through all 

their days? Would they have to leave town and try to start over in some other place separated from their family? 

 Joseph listened to what the angel said and took Mary home as his wife. 

 Gabriel makes another appearance. It seems like it would be Gabriel who continues throughout the 

narrative. He again delivers the news.  

 READ Luke 2:8 - 11. 

 The shepherds had the same reaction as Zechariah and Mary. They were terrified. Who wouldn’t be? 

In the middle of the night an angel shows up out of nowhere in the middle of nowhere to a bunch of nobodies. 



It's not just an angel appearing but the angel is surrounded by the glory of the Lord. It wasn't like the light of a 

little candle but the brilliance of LED headlights oncoming drivers forget to dim.  

 The shepherds were scared to death as they think about what awaits as they have images of an angelic 

being with a flaming sword that flashes back and forth like the one who guarded the way to the tree of life at 

the entrance to the garden of Eden to keep out Adam and Eve. They forgot that angels mainly serve as 

ministering spirits in the presence of God. The angel tells them to hold on, take a deep breath and not be afraid.  

 The main reason is the angel had good news, really good news, incredibly good news, the greatest news 

ever: “A Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” We don't the extent of spiritual training the 

shepherds had received or how often they went to the temple. Maybe they only caught dribbles of spiritual 

information as they took sheep to the temple for sacrifices. Whatever their source, they knew enough to 

comprehend what the angel was telling them. When the angels left the shepherds hustled into Bethlehem to 

see the Christ child. 

 There's one more occasion of fear in the larger birth narrative of Christ (Matthew 2:21 – 23). Joseph, 

Mary and Jesus had travelled to Egypt to escape evil Herod’s threats to kill the child. When Herod died an angel 

appeared to Joseph to tell him to take the child back to Israel because those who wanted to take the child's life 

were dead. However, Joseph heard Herod's son was reigning in his place and was afraid to return. Sounds like 

a pretty normal reaction when people want you dead. Do you go where they are? I'm think not. Joseph was 

warned in a dream and headed to Nazareth.  

 All these people had good reasons to be afraid. It was the rational thing to be afraid when angels 

appeared or when circumstances were what they were. God had something else in mind. He steered them in a 

different direction.  

 In a “Peanuts” comic strip Lucy, Linus, and Charlie Brown are looking up to the sky. Lucy exclaims, 

“You can see lots of things in the clouds.” Turning to her companions, she asked “What do you see, Linus?” 

 “Well, those clouds up there look to me like the map of Belize, the little nation in the Caribbean.” 

Looking in a different direction, “That cloud looks a little like the profile of Thomas Eakins, the famous painter 

and sculptor. And that cloud formation over there gives me the impression of the stoning of Steven; why I can 

see Saul of Tarsus standing to one side.” “Uh huh,” replied Lucy, “That’s good.” “And, what do you see Charlie 

Brown?” Clearing his throat, “Oh, I was going to say I saw a ducky and a horsie, but I’ve changed my mind.” 

 God was moving the people of Christ’s birth narrative to a different perspective, a different kind of 

fear, a holy one mixed with wonder and awe. 

 Wonder has been defined by the Oxford Dictionary as “a feeling of surprise and admiration that you 

have when you see or experience something beautiful, unusual, or unexpected.” Miriam-Webster: “Rapt 

attention or astonishment at something awesomely mysterious or new to one’s experience.” It adds a synonym 

marvel. Oxford defines the related word awe as “a feeling of reverential respect mixed with fear and wonder.”   



 Let's go back through the biblical characters to see how they experienced wonder. Start with Zechariah. 

He expressed wonder and amazement at what God was doing by means of a song (Luke 1:68 - 79). This was 

after his son was born and named. It was at least nine months after the angel had visited Zechariah and maybe 

more as we don't know if Elizabeth got pregnant immediately after the angel spoke to Zechariah. The point is 

Zechariah had plenty of time to think about God's promise and the amazing miracle he was watching as his 

wife's stomach grew larger and larger and larger. The realization hit him she was going to have a baby in spite 

of the fact that both of them were well along in years (Luke 1:7). I think Zechariah had practiced his song in 

his mind many, many times. 

 Part of Zechariah’s story is the people present when he was again able to speak. “The neighbors were 

all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. Everyone 

who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord's hand was with 

him” (Luke 1:65, 66).  They were awestruck and filled with wonder about the unique thing they were witnessing. 

 We can't forget about Elizabeth. She was visited by Mary after the young woman was told by Gabriel 

she would give birth to son who was to be named Jesus. READ  Luke 1:43 - 45. 

 It was one thing for Elizabeth to be wrapped in wonder about what was happening to her. The wonder 

escalated to a totally different level when she found herself in the presence of Mary whom she said was “the 

mother of my Lord.” The emphasis should be on the fact she understood the baby in the womb of Mary was 

going to be her Lord. Somehow Elizabeth's baby understood the same truth and jumped for joy in the womb. 

Talk about “something awesomely mysterious or new to one's experience.” 

 Mary herself had to be having a sense of growing wonder as she had a growing baby in her womb. 

After all, who's ever heard of a virgin having a child? And who's ever heard of that child going to be the one 

who is the Son of the Most High who will reign over the house of Jacob forever and whose kingdom will never 

end? There isn’t a specific moment when Mary is mentioned as having wonder and awe…although she has her 

own song (Luke 1:46 - 55) in which she expresses amazement of God working in her life and what it means. 

 After Jesus was born, after the shepherds visited the manger, there’s a brief glimpse into Mary's 

mindset. READ Luke 2:19. 

 Treasured. Pondered. Oxford Dictionary says ponder is “think about (something) carefully, especially 

before making a decision or reaching a conclusion.” All the things and events, all the way back to when the 

journey began with Gabriel telling her what was going to take place, those months of waiting, the labor and 

delivery, the excitement of seeing the baby, the shepherds who no doubt shared the angel’s message about her 

child being the Savior, Christ the Lord, she kept with her, meditated on, thought about, replayed over and over 

and over in her heart, mind and soul…The conclusion she reached was being blown away at the work of God. 

 Speaking of the shepherds, they engaged in wonder as they left their flocks, journeyed to Bethlehem 

where they found Mary, Joseph and the baby lying in a manger. They were at amazed at what they heard and 

then saw. They spread the good news and wonder to others.  



 READ  Luke 2:17, 18. 

 There's one more time we need to bring up - 40 days after Jesus’ birth when it came time for the 

purification ceremony for Mary to be performed in the temple. A man named Simeon had been waiting in 

anticipation for God to send the Messiah into the world. He’d been assured by God he wouldn't die until he’d 

personally seen him. He went to the temple where he saw Mary, Joseph and Jesus. He took Jesus in his arms 

and uttered a song of praise to God filled with wonder about what God would do.  

 READ Luke 2:29 - 32. 

 Joseph and Mary were flabbergasted at what they heard. READ Luke 2:33. In one sense, should they 

have been surprised considering what the angels had told them, all the miracles of birth they’d seen, the news 

the shepherds brought about what the angels had said? They marveled. Was it quiet and internal or a jaw-

dropping moment? However we think it happened, they were lost in wonder.  

 What about us? Do we got caught up in the wonder of what God did in sending His Son to earth to 

deliver people from sins and give eternal life? Does it help hearing how the people in the biblical narrative 

marveled and wondered? Does it create a sense of your own marvel, wonder, awe, admiration, astonishment, 

and reverential respect? Hopefully, their stories did something for you. 

 How else can we build a sense of wonder during this season and become an ongoing part of our lives? 

The main thing we can do is prayerfully read and reread the biblical account in Matthew 1 and Luke 1 & 2. We 

could also branch out to the first part of John 1 though it doesn't mention a baby, shepherds, Mary or Joseph 

but speaks of the Word of God entering humanity.  

 We can think about what it would be like to be the characters of Christmas, how they responded or 

we might have responded if we were in their shoes. We can be like Mary who pondered these things. We can 

meditate on them and have them keep going through our minds to let them fill our thoughts. 

 A further challenge would be to memorize parts of the story. We can check out somebody else's 

perspective, how they explain things. We have resources on the foyer table and in the library. I have personal 

resources you could borrow. Music is such a huge part of the Christmas season. Turn on the radio and listen 

to Christmas music but don’t just listen, really hear the words. Maybe turn off the radio after a song and think 

about what you heard. Pick up a hymnal and read the words of familiar songs and those that aren’t. See how 

describe what it meant for Jesus Christ to come from heaven to earth to be our Savior. 

 Giving can add to our wonder. Tell someone about what Jesus did, what it can mean for them, what it 

means to you. Give to somebody who can't give back, giving without expectation of something in return 

because that's the way God gave when he sent his Son. Maybe take time to recommit our lives to the Lord. 

Maybe we've been slacking and allowed God to be on the edge rather than in the center of our lives. Tell him 

you want him, need him to be the center of who you are.  

 


