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Subject:        Stay close to God and away from the enemy.       

Scripture: 1 John 5:6 - 21 

 

  This past week when we went to visit our grandkids, we were surprised at what 3 year old Laynie was 

doing. She was singing, “At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, And the burden of my heart rolled 

away, It was there by faith I received my sight, And now I am happy all the day.” She learned it by listening to 

her mom teach the song to her siblings during school. The song speaks of our assurance.  

 READ 1 John 5:6 – 13 

1. It's all about Jesus 

 We begin with the Bible’s claim about him. The core teaching is Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God 

who entered into human history. During his entire life on earth, he was fully God and fully man, no ifs, ands 

or buts. He was the real deal. We need to understand these teachings and defend them against false teachers. 

 Of vv. 6 – 12, The Pulpit Commentary states: “Few passages of Scripture have produced such a mass 

of widely divergent interpretation.” Most of that is focused on the early verses of the passage centering around 

the meaning of “water” and “blood.”  

 Water refers to when Jesus was baptized to initiate his ministry. God the Father spoke from heaven, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). He approved of Jesus identifying 

with sinners by becoming human and being baptized, not as a sinner, but to show his commitment to the Father 

and that he came to proclaim the news that could set sinners free.  

 Blood points to Christ’s death on the cross. It wasn’t smoke and mirrors. It wasn’t an apparition. Christ 

physically died in our place so we wouldn't have to die for our sins. God the Father spoke volumes at the 

crucifixion though not with audible words. He sent darkness to cover the land. He tore the thick temple curtain 

from top to bottom. He shook the earth with an earthquake and broke open tombs freeing the bodies of many 

holy people who were raised to life, came out of the tombs, went into Jerusalem and appeared to many people 

(Matthew 27:52, 53). These acts declared: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” Further 

evidence the Father accepted Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is the resurrection of Jesus.  

 The water and the blood mark the beginning and ending of Christ’s ministry. They’re joined by a third 

witness - the Holy Spirit. At Christ's baptism the Spirit descended on Jesus Christ in bodily form (Luke 3:22). 

All three persons of the Trinity were present. The Spirit was sent by Jesus Christ to be his representative and 

live in the hearts of people who've placed their trust in him. The Spirit takes God's word and confirms the truth 

in us. He opens our eyes and helps us understand.  



 These three witnesses agree as to who Jesus Christ is. The allusion is to a court trial. The jury is charged 

with determining the trustworthiness of witnesses. Based on their testimony they make a decision. If we can 

accept human testimony, we should be able to accept God's testimony. 

Vv. 10 - 13.  Jesus provides results. 

 READ 5:10 – 13. I included v. 13 because it seems to tie up the teaching from the previous verses. 

 To what is God testifying? God offers testimony that he provides eternal life through Christ. God says, 

“Here’s the proof you need.” This evidence is the cause of belief or rejection. People don't have to accept God's 

testimony. God doesn't force them to believe him. The person who has the Son has life.  

 The person who doesn't have the Son doesn't have life. However, anyone who doesn't believe what 

God is saying needs to understand they’re saying God is a liar. It’s a foolhardy thing to accuse the Supreme 

Being of the universe of being a liar. It can be illustrated by me walking up to a highly skilled mixed martial 

artist, spitting in his face and challenging him to a cage match. It’s not going to end well for me. 

 When it comes to spiritual matters, we can know and rely on the love of God. We can know we're 

properly related to God and have eternal life. “Know” is used 39 times in 1 John, Eight in chapter five.  

 Biblical knowledge is not merely a set of facts to be repeated. It’s experiential. The Greek word 

“frequently indicates the relation between the person knowing and the object known; In this respect, what is 

known is of value or importance to the one who knows, and hence the establishment of the relationship” 

(Vine’s Expository Dictionary). 

 John Stott expresses John's purpose: “That his readers should hear, hearing should believe, believing 

should live, living should know, may know have received.” The purpose is to give assurance, have the matter 

confirmed in mind. Anyone who believes has the testimony given by God that Jesus is the Son of God and 

through him receives eternal life. The person who has the Son has life. We have eternal life as a result of putting 

our faith in Jesus Christ. Knowing is the end, not the beginning. Believing proceeds knowing. 

 V. 13 is the capstone. It states the purpose of the book: people can know they have eternal life based 

on their acceptance of the truth. Last week we bounced back to John's Gospel to find: “These are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” 

(John 20:31).  

 We can have confidence we’re going to be with God, live in heaven and experience eternal life.   

Read 1 John 5:14 - 21  

 Knowing we're in a right relationship with Jesus provides confidence in other areas. 

 Prayer. vv. 14 - 15. 

 Sometimes prayer is treated as if it were a magic trick or God were a genie who popped out of a lamp. 

Say the right words and God will do whatever we command.  There are some conditions. 

  We can be confident when we approach God because he is a loving Heavenly Father. Since he has 

given us the greatest gift of Jesus Christ taking away our sins, he’s also interested in providing what we need 



for our spiritual lives. The first promise related to prayer is he hears us. We can be assured that even though 

we can't see him and we don't hear a direct voice back from him, he does hear. 

 Prayer, our conversation with God, has to be asking for things that are according to his will. This 

concept is also in the Lord's prayer, Christ’s last teaching before he was crucified and other places. Jesus prayed 

for God's will to be done when he was in the garden of Gethsemane. This was after he had said if there was 

some other way than going to the cross, but he submitted himself to the Father’s will. 

 A phrase closely connected to “according to his will” is “in Jesus’ name.” (John 14:13, 14; 16:23). We 

routinely attach “in Jesus name” at the end of our prayers. What does it signify? More importantly, what should 

it signify? 

 In biblical times, a person's name summed up the whole person -- their standing, position, power, 

abilities, authority. A request in a person's name was to do so in union with everything about that person. 

 When our daughter Tiffani was born, we lived near Oconto Falls. She was born in Green Bay. Nate 

and I hopped in the car to visit Jean and Tiff and noticed the gas gauge was low. I thought we might make it 

to a gas station, but we didn't. The car sputtered to a stop. We walked to the Harvey Wellnitz farm. I told him 

our story and who I was. While he probably would have given us gas because of the pitiful plight of a father 

and his little boy with a sad story, what motivated him was hearing I was Lee Birr’s son. He was only too glad 

to give me the gas because of their friendship and how my dad had helped him previously. 

 When we come to God “in Jesus name” it's based on the relationship we have with Jesus and the one 

he has with the Father. It's a direct connection with no in-between steps or people we need to go through. 

 A young boy and his mom were at the grocery store. She told him she wasn't going to buy any chocolate 

chip cookies. He accepted this until they went down the cookie aisle. He politely asked if she would buy some. 

She told him, “No.” Later she realized she'd forgotten something meant a trip back through the cookie aisle. 

“Can we buy some chocolate chip cookies?” She repeated they weren't buying any. They were headed for the 

checkout when the boy sensed the opportunity was slipping by and decided to go for broke: “In the name of 

Jesus, can we buy some cookies?” 

 Requests asked “in the name of Jesus” that don't match up with his will won't be honored. 

 “According to his will” is the recognition we submit to him and are committed to doing what he wants. 

We accept his rule over us. We choose to align ourselves with what is on his heart and mind. It's not a grudging 

acceptance. We choose to be obedient. 

 E. Stanley Jones: “Prayer is surrender - surrender to the will of God and cooperation with that will. If 

I throw out a boat hook from the boat and catch hold of the shore, do I pull the shore to me, or do I pull 

myself to the shore? Prayer is not pulling God to my will, but aligning my will to the will of God” (K. Hughes, 

Liberating Ministry From the Success Syndrome, p. 73). 

 Requests have to be consistent with God’s nature, him doing what’s best for our present and eternal 

good. There are some things the Bible records as being his declared will: obedience to his known will (Matthew 



7:21), our sanctification and avoiding sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 4:2, 3), giving thanks in all 

circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Add to these the Lord’s principles and commands. 

 We can also pray: “Lord we don't know what your will is but we trust you to do what your will is 

whatever it is.” It could be a prayer for our children, about a job. Lord your will be done in their lives and ours. 

 A specific area of prayer is mentioned. Vv. 16, 17. It has to do with sin. The good news to many people 

is it's somebody else’s sin they can pray about and not their own sin. But we shouldn’t let our imagination run 

wild or ask everyone about what sin they’ve committed. 

 The sin in view is the sin that leads to death. It lends itself to death or it ends in death. It's the sin of 

willful, deliberate, obstinate and persistent rejection and denial of the truth found in Jesus Christ.  

 You and I aren't able to determine if a person has sinned the sin that leads to death. What do we do? 

Continue to pray for people to come to know Christ as their Savior. Pray God will orchestrate the circumstances 

of their lives and soften their hearts. Pray they’ll encounter people who love them and will hear a clear what it 

means to believe on Christ as Savior. Pray God will give spiritual life and save them from their sins. 

 We aren't to pray God would overlook their rejection of Jesus. We shouldn't pray that someone who 

is unrepentant would be for forgiven and God would take everybody to heaven. We can't pray that God will 

act differently and not judge those who reject his Son.  

 As for the sins that don't lead to death, we need to understand sin is classified as wrongdoing. There's 

a lot of various ways people sin, but not all sin leads to eternal separation from God. Sins are still serious and 

need to be dealt with. We should pray they’d repent, reconnect to God and the life Jesus has for them.  

 Sin serves as a bridge to the next paragraph. V. 18 begins with a review of some of the earlier teaching. 

The person born of God doesn’t continue to sin. It doesn't mean they never sin but they don't live a lifestyle 

of unrepentant sin. We haven't been made perfect as a result of becoming God's children. We still have the 

capacity to do, say and think things that displease God. When that happens, we're to go to the Lord to confess 

(agree with him) the things we've done are wrong and ask for his forgiveness. The believer and sin do not live 

in harmony. They may sing an occasional song together. But they aren't collaborating on a “greatest hits” 

collection. They won't sin when they're abiding and remaining in Christ, staying closely connected to him. Jesus 

is the one who was born of God and offers protection from sin and the way out of temptation. 

 The devil attacks trying to inflict damage, hurt and harm. He wants to control us. He's trying to grab 

on to us. However, like contestants trying to capture greased pigs, Satan is trying to put his grimy paws on us 

but he can't. Jesus holds us closely and securely to him. 

 Another thing we can know is we’re children of God (V. 19). This sums up the teaching about the 

relationship we have with God based on passing the doctrinal test. Stating we’re children of God isn't a boast 

meant to arouse anger from anyone. Rather, it's a humble admission of the statement of God in his book. 

 Since this is true, we also understand not everyone is on God's side. The opposition is the world, the 

system of evil, the totality of everything opposed to God and under the control of the devil. The people of the 



world have been lulled to sleep by his siren call. He's mesmerized them so they're under his hypnotic control. 

They aren't struggling to be free but are resting in Satan's arms. They're unwilling to rebel against the Rebel. He 

has a firm grip on them. He’s the one who calls the shots behind the scenes. Today it seems like he’s doing so 

more openly as people wittingly or unwittingly serve his purposes to attack the things of God.  

 Even though he is strong and powerful, he’s no match for the Lord God. As we've heard earlier: we 

are overcomers of the world and we have victory (1 John 4:4, 5:4 - 5). 

 V. 20 brings another thing we can know. We can know and understand our connection to Jesus Christ. 

This recurring subject reminds us of things we believe that lead to an understanding we know Jesus Christ is 

true. Assurance is based on translating knowledge into personal acquaintance with the truth Incarnate as 

revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 The book ends unlike most New Testament letters. It has kind of a peculiar ending. Other books have 

a blessing, a challenge to grow and greetings for other people. 1 John ends — READ 1 John 5:21. 

 It is a fitting summary for the book. After speaking about the truth and how we need to stay with the 

truth, this verse warns us about straying from being united with God. Nothing and no one is to take his place. 

We shouldn’t give any consideration to things that are false and rival the things God values.  

 Chuck Swindoll wrote: “John never qualified that warning. The aged apostle deliberately refrained from 

classifying the idols by giving us a comprehensive list to follow. It's an unconditional command. Any idol, 

regardless of its beauty or usefulness or original purpose, is to be set aside so that Christ might reign supreme 

without a single competitor. I don't have many temptations to worship evil things. It's the good things that 

plague me. It isn't as difficult for me to reject something that is innately bad or wrong as it is to keep those 

good and wholesome things off the throne. That, I believe is where the battle line begins... 

 “You can make an idol out of anything or anyone in life.” He lists: a church building, your child, your 

mate or date, your work, a house, a lawn, an antique, a car, a letter in sports, an education, a trip abroad, an 

achievement, and even that goal of retirement. 

 “Don't miss my point. There's nothing necessarily wrong with any of these good things. To possess 

them - any or all of them - is not sinful. But it is sinful when they possess us! There lies the difference. It's that 

sort of thing that turns a golden dream into a hollow chunk of bronze” (Chuck Swindoll, Come Before Winter, 

pp. 80, 81). Swindoll paints a vivid word picture. “Golden dream into a hollow chunk of bronze.” 

 G. Campbell Morgan puts it more succinctly: “Anything which divides the heart in its loyalty to the 

Lord is an idol. If its influence in the life is that of alienating us from him, in thought or in love or in will, it is 

an idol” (Daily Walk, p. 32). 

 Keep out of our lives what will crowd Christ out of our hearts. Keep a warm heart for Christ who is 

the truth. “At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, And the burden of my heart rolled away, It was 

there by faith I received my sight, And now I am happy all the day.”  


