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 College football teams can have bitter rivalries. They battle for trophies or Paul Bunyan's axe.  Fanbases 

tell jokes about the other team and pull good-natured pranks on each other. Sometimes the rivalry is a little 

more not so good-natured. 

 In 2010 Auburn defeated Alabama, rallying from a 24 point deficit. Auburn’s fans celebrated by 

gathering at Toomer’s Corner near to celebrate by covering the 80 year old oak trees in toilet paper as they had 

done through the years. A week later a man from Alabama poisoned the trees with enough herbicide to kill 

them because he doesn't like Alabama’s biggest rival. He’s quoted as saying, “I wanted Auburn people to hate 

me as much as I hate them." He plead guilty to a Class C felony, was ordered to serve at least six months in jail, 

spend five years on supervised probation and ordered to pay $800,000 in restitution. 

 Christians have a bitter rival. It’s the world under the control of the devil. 

 Read 1 John 2:15 – 27 where we find the first installment of the doctrinal test about what a person 

believes about Jesus. 

1. The premise is a person can only be on one side.  v. 15 

 There are two options for people. They will either love the world or love God the Father. These are 

mutually exclusive. There's no middle ground. It's not possible to love both at the same time. It's not something 

to alternate between -- love God on Sunday and Wednesday while the other days love the world. It's talking 

about a commitment to one or the other. The person might not understand they're making the commitment 

but if they aren't loving God the Father, they are choosing to love the world. 

2. Christianity and the world are enemies. 

 We need to understand what the world is. It doesn't mean planet earth and what's on it as we’re to be 

stewards of the earth. Nor does it refer to people as we’re to love people. The world is the evil system of sin 

under the control of Satan. It’s opposed to God and what’s right. It operates through unbelieving people. It 

wants to put a finger or whole fist in God's eye. Jesus summarized the world’s position by saying it hated him, 

his disciples don’t belong to the world and he's chosen them out of the world (John 15:18, 19). 

 The world is driven in three ways (v. 16): cravings of sinful man, lust of the eyes, boasting of what a 

person has and does. We all have cravings and desires in our minds and bodies for food, shelter, to be loved, 

etc. These can be fulfilled in a manner in keeping with what God says that is good and healthy for our spiritual 

lives. The problem arises when the sinful nature takes normal natural desires and twists them to go beyond 

what God says.  



 The world redefines desires. It says the best thing to do is eat, drink and be merry because there's 

nothing beyond the casket. Therefore, it's all about now so give in to all expressions of selfishness, greed, pride 

and selfish ambition. Possess all you can, all the pleasure, no matter how it impacts others. It's alright to want 

anything and everything, and if necessary, do whatever it takes to get it. That's the world system. 

 The world and its representatives are referred to as liars (v. 22) and antichrists (v. 18). They’re in 

opposition to and rivals of Christ. Anti can also be understood as replacement for Christ. They’re counterfeit. 

They’re human false teachers who promote error. Some may blatantly and loudly speak against Jesus Christ. 

Others nibble at the edges. They may even try to pass themselves off as followers of Christ, but they teach 

things that aren't in accordance with God's word and truth about Jesus.  

 Their presence alerts followers of Christ to the coming of the being who will be known as the 

Antichrist. He is end times “man of lawlessness” (2 Thessalonians 2:3), “the beast” of Revelation (Revelation 

13:1 - 10). He’ll present himself as the option to Jesus Christ. He’ll display incredible power and ability and will 

gain many followers. He is the devil’s ploy to wreak havoc on anything God has and does. 

 Beliefs of the world. The core of their beliefs is detailed in v. 22. They’re opposed to the truth, that is 

the teaching that comes from God about and of Jesus Christ and his mission. So what do they lie about? 

 They deny the Person Jesus who lived on the earth was the Christ. They hold he was simply a man, a 

good man, maybe even a great man, still only a man. He may have provided temporary housing for a divine 

being. Some outright say there was nothing of God about him. They certainly say he wasn’t fully God and fully 

human. Some go beyond to deny the existence of a supreme being of the universe let alone the God of the 

Bible. Some claim the supreme force of the universe is the universe itself or some unknown material.  

 One of the sad things is some of the erroneous teachings originated from those who had at one time 

associated with the people of God. V. 19 says they went out from us. They never really belonged because if 

they had, if they had truly been born again, they would have stayed with the church and not become false 

teachers.    

 They developed unique and new teachings opposed to God and his truth all while proclaiming what 

they have is the truth. They do this in order to confuse people. V. 26 states they try to lead you astray. They try 

to pull people away from their allegiance to closely following Jesus Christ. They prevent people from placing 

their trust in Christ in the first place. 

 They attack faith in Christ and religion of any kind because religion doesn't matter. They want people 

who don’t know Christ to think there’s another way or multiple ways or there's really no way to God.  They 

attack the family unit God instituted. They attack the Biblical view of gender as being limited to male and 

female. They attack the value of human life itself, disregarding God bringing a baby together in the womb. 

Their message is “You need to fall in line or else we’ll squash you.” 

 Conclusions to be drawn about the world. It should be spelled D A N G E R. It's all as counterfeit as 

a $3 bill (v. 27). Those who deny Jesus is the Christ don't have a relationship with the Father (V. 23).    



 We aren't to get sucked into the cravings, desires and boasting that's part of the world system because 

it’s going to pass away (V. 17). Don’t live our lives in self-centered ways. Don’t spend our lives built on what 

we possess. There’s coming a time when the present existence will no longer be. The things of this world will 

be gone and won't matter. There’ll be no more boasting about who has the biggest bank account or most 

followers on FaceBook. There'll be no more twisted cravings of sinful nature. The world ruled by sin will be 

gone. Then it will only be about whether a person has a relationship with Jesus Christ or not. 

 In the short term, we’re aware of the things of the world passing away now. Inflation wreaks havoc on 

peoples’ wealth. We in Wisconsin know cars become rust buckets all too quickly. Appliances wear out. Our 

bodies wear out. 

 We aren't to put our confidence in the things that are temporary. Be separate from the world. Don't 

let it influence us as we’re engaged in the constant struggle against its pull. 

3. Christians are marked by adherence to the truth. 

 The second group of people is Christians, Christ followers, those who put their personal faith and trust 

in Christ’s death and resurrection to bring forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life. V. 17 refers to them 

as those who do the will of God. The first part of doing God’s will is reinforced by Jesus who said, “The work 

of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent” (John 6:29) and “For my Father's will is that everyone who 

looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:40). 

 Doing of the will of God continues in the Christ follower’s life. In our study of 1 John it's been phrased 

as obedience. That’s the moral test.   

 Christians are described as having an anointing that teaches. This word is only used in the New 

Testament in v. 20 and three times in v. 27. It's the word chrism and can be used to refer to the opposite of the 

antichrists. These are those who are Christians, Christ ones or little Christs. They’re representatives of Christ. 

 Here's what others have said about the anointing. “The minds of Christians are so enlightened that 

they have a new perception of the truth. They see it in a light in which they did not before. They see it as truth. 

They see its beauty, its force, its adapted less to their condition and wants…What was once dark appears now 

plain; what once had no beauty to their minds now appears beautiful; what was once repellant is now attractive” 

(Barnes’ Notes). 

 “At the moment of the new birth, God’s Spirit opens our blind eyes to see the truth about our 

sinfulness and the all-sufficiency of what Christ did on the cross to pay for our sins” (Steven J. Cole). 

 “This anointing is a teaching one; it makes persons of quick understanding; it enlightens their 

understandings, refreshes their memories, and strengthens all the powers and faculties of the soul; it leads into 

the knowledge of all spiritual things, into all the mysteries of grace, and truths of the Gospel, into all things 

necessary for salvation” (Gill’s Exposition). 

 The anointing refers to possessing the Holy Spirit who comes into people when they place their trust 

in Christ. I remember a high school cheer that went back and forth between opposing sides: “We've got spirit. 



Yes, we do. We've got spirit. How about you?” It was supposed to psych up the fans and energize the teams. 

Yeah. Kind of hokey. 

 The world system and God don't both have the Spirit though false teachers claim they do. Jesus said, 

“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 

remind you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:26).  “I have much more to say to you, more than you 

can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on 

his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because 

it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That 

is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you” (John 16:12 – 15). 

 The ministry of the Holy Spirit is different from what the false teachers of John’s day and many claim 

today. They were and are in error. The Holy Spirit doesn’t bring new revelation or truth. Instead, he teaches 

what God has revealed through the process of illumination, enlightening us to understand. This doesn't mean 

we'll completely understand all of Scripture. Rather, he's there to develop our understanding and application of 

God's truth whether it's by accumulation of knowledge or the practice of it in our lives. 

 The Holy Spirit enables followers of Jesus Christ to know the truth (vv. 20, 21). This is firstly and 

primarily the ability to know Jesus Christ himself as he proclaimed he is the way, the truth and the life (John 

14:6). It's also the word of and about Christ as the Holy Spirit takes what Jesus taught and what was written 

about him to guide us into all truth. The word of God is truth (John 17:17). The Holy Spirit allows us to perceive 

truth. He turns on the light so we can see. 

 The ability to receive and perceive truth isn’t limited to only the elite. That's what false teachers claim. 

They allege people have to go through a period of enlightenment and rise to the upper heights of their belief 

system or follow some unique path to ultra-spiritual enlightenment. Then and only then the person can know 

the truth. The truth isn't for the ordinary person. 

 Sadly, there were elements of the broad scope of what’s called Christianity that felt ordinary people 

couldn't and shouldn’t handle the truth. They felt God's Word was so special that only those who’d been 

specially trained, those among the clergy and teachers, were able to understand God's word. Common people 

weren’t even to touch a Bible. It was illegal for them to possess one. Thank God for people like Wycliffe, 

Coverdale and Tyndale who translated Scripture into the languages of people to make it accessible and they 

could read it for themselves. 

 V. 20 tells us “all of you know the truth.” It isn't just people like Louie Giglio, Francis Chan, Chip 

Ingram, Chuck Swindoll, Adrian Rogers, or somebody from RightNow Media who can take the Bible, read it 

and understand it. Any and every believer can and should come face to face with God's word to be illuminated 

by the Holy Spirit as to what God says. 

 V. 27 says “you don't need anyone to teach you.” John isn't against teachers because John is in the 

process of teaching them. John is cautioning against those who teach something that’s new and different, that’s 



against what the Bible teaches. It’s a call to be discerning. Use the word of God to check to see what people 

are teaching. Stay grounded in the word. Be students of it. Eat often. Draw some conclusions and then compare 

your findings with those that have been historically generally accepted and what mature followers of Jesus 

Christ think. If what you’ve discovered doesn’t agree, be very careful about your findings and conclusions. 

 The apostle Paul encountered this in a place called Berea (Acts 17). The people heard him preach and 

teach. Afterwards they looked for themselves in the Scriptures to see if what he was teaching was true. 

Remember, they only had the Old Testament and it wasn’t laid out in chapters and verses, so it wasn’t easy to 

do.  

 V. 27 says God's anointing teaches about all things. This isn't a broad promise that each individual 

Christian or any one Christian will know everything there’s to know about God. Rather, the scope is they know 

all the things that are necessary for salvation. We don't need to be dependent upon someone to tell us the “real 

truth”, to provide some new interpretation of what salvation is or means. 

 The truth is the message that has been heard from the beginning of God's work with mankind and a 

person’s encounter with Jesus. It's the basics of the gospel:  Jesus as fully God and fully human offers 

forgiveness of sins, the ability to become children of God and possess eternal life. This is made possible by his 

death which took the punishment for sins and is made active in a person’s life when they place their trust in 

him. If we want to put it succinctly, it can be expressed in 12 words: “Jesus loves me. This I know, for the Bible 

tells me so.”  

 The truth reveals that the person who has a relationship with Jesus has a relationship with God the 

father (V. 23) and the promise of eternal life (V. 25). This is the essence of the doctrinal test and provides 

assurance of being in a right relationship with God. Assurance of salvation comes by adhering to the truth. 

4. The appeal is to remain. 

 The Holy Spirit comes to make God's people holy. He sets them apart from sin and the world and sets 

them apart to God. Remain means to dwell in, stay at home, continue, not turn from, not walk away. The 

promise comes in v. 24 that if what was heard from the beginning, the truth, remains in us, we’ll also remain in 

the Son and in the Father. We can think in terms of the parable of the sower told by Jesus. He describes four 

different soils. Only one is good soil where the seed takes root, becomes a plant and bears fruit. The other three 

indicate people where the word of God, the good news of Jesus, touches them but it doesn't really get into their 

lives to make a change. It's all on the surface. It's an appearance but nothing real. 

 Those in whom the word of God has taken root and borne fruit to salvation have eternal life. We are 

to remain in him and not seek some other belief system to replace Jesus Christ. As someone has said, “Let the 

truth which first brought you to salvation dominate your thought and feeling. In such case you will remain in 

spiritual union with the father and the Son” (Blaiklock). We will continue to have fellowship with him and not 

succumb to the influence of the world.  


