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 It's amazing how family members can look like one another. It goes beyond the physical. Children take 

after their parents in speech patterns, mannerisms, facial expressions, and attitudes. These characteristics are 

often caught as they’re observed in the daily routine of life and because of close proximity. 

 Read 1 John 2:28 - 3:10. 

 Purpose is to remain. The thought from the previous section is carried over. The NIV uses “continue.” 

Remain means to dwell in, be at home, continue in, not wander from. The Living Bible translates it as “stay in 

happy fellowship.” 

 The ultimate purpose of remaining is so we’ll have confidence and be unashamed before Christ when 

he comes. We won't have to try to make excuses about how we've been living or not living – “the devil ate my 

homework…” 

 The bulk of the passage presents a contrast between two types of people - those who can trace their 

ancestry to God and those whose family line is connected with the devil. 

 Everybody has a spiritual family resemblance. The subject comes up repeatedly in these 12 versus. 

Begin with v. 29. 

 God's family. The way v. 29 begins can be a little misleading. The “if” shouldn't be understood as 

people might not know. Rather, the idea is “if you know and since you do know.” Followers of Jesus Christ 

and who know and believe that God is righteous. We understand that God is perfect and without sin. It’s a 

cardinal belief. 

 The logic is if a person knows character of God, then they also know that the person who does right 

is the one who has been born of him. It's not referring to somebody who never does what's wrong and is 

perfect when it comes to not sinning. This verse and the related ones refer to a person who is characterized by 

doing what’s right, what’s pleasing to God and not by sin. They still sin but the trajectory of the life is practicing 

righteousness, right living as defined by God. 

 The teaching about sin continues to be dominant in the passage. The word sin is used 27 times in the 

original language in the book. Prior to today's text sin was described as missing the mark/target and as 

trespassing. Now in v. 4 we get a third description of sin. It's a violation, a breaking of, God's moral law. In 

other words -- it's lawlessness. One commentary notes, “Sin means living as though there were no God and no 

law of God which we are bound to obey” (New International Critical Commentary). It describes people who 

are repeat offenders who have no guilt or shame or desire to turn from that life. 



 V. 29 is rearticulated in v. 7 with the two phrases being reversed. There's the understanding that God 

is righteous and the person who knows him does what is righteous. This isn't perfect righteousness but that 

he's acting and living in a right manner. It's the desire to imitate Christ. 

 The same thought is implied in v. 10 through the principle of if one thing is true then the opposite is 

also true. Those who are children of the devil don't do what is right and therefore aren’t children of God. The 

opposite of this description would be children of God. Those who do what is right are children of God. 

 VV. 6 and 9 use the synonym of keeping on/continuing to sin. The person who has been born of God 

doesn’t continue to sin. Those who continue to sin don’t know him. We have to interpret this in light of the 

teaching in 1:9 and 2:1 where it speaks of confessing our sins so God will forgive us and purify us. The desire 

is expressed that we won't sin but if we do sin we have Jesus Christ who speaks to God the father on our behalf. 

 The instruction isn’t that a person will be never do any sin. Rather it's about whether a person pursues 

sin or pursues God. If the standard was “no sin,” no one could be God’s child as everyone sins, even after they 

have come to Christ. The situation would be a person comes to Christ and then sins, maybe reverts to using 

God’s name in vain, and no longer in the family of God. That was the situation for a young man named John. 

He sinned, thought he lost his salvation and needed to ask Christ to save him again. It doesn’t work that way 

receive God’s gift of salvation, sin, not saved, ask Christ to save again, saved, sin, not saved, ask Christ to re-

save and repeat. This wouldn't do much for security.  

 The idea is continued action, habitual practice and the general character of the life whether it's directed 

towards sin or righteousness. What is the ruling principle of life? The believer isn’t ruled by sin. 

 Early in Billy Graham's career a man named Jim Vaus placed his trust in Christ as Savior. He told his 

boss who was a real boss, a mob boss. The man, Cohen, was intrigued about what Vaus told him and wanted 

to hear Graham for himself. He attended a private gathering of Hollywood celebrities where Graham preached. 

Cohen took a Gospel of John. Shortly after that, he went to prison for 5 years. When he was released, Los 

Angeles layman Bill Jones made Cohen his project. The underworld figure prayed to ask Jesus to save him from 

his sins and Jones felt he was sincere. Cohen met Graham at a Crusade who felt he was knocking his head 

against a wall. That night he preached on making a choice between Christ and whatever else – pleasure, money, 

or popularity. Cohen returned to L A, distanced himself from Vaus and Jones, and resumed his mob 

connections. Jones was able to meet with him to explain he should be distancing himself from them. Cohen, 

“Jones, you never told me that I had to give up my career. You never told me that I had to give up my friends. 

There are Christian movie stars, Christian athletes, Christian businessmen. So what’s the matter with being a 

Christian gangster? If I have to give up all that - if that’s Christianity – count me out.” 

 He didn’t want to change his lifestyle and leave the life of sin. 

 These words from others are helpful. “Satan has been defeated and the reign of sin overthrown. But 

our sinful natures resorts to a sort of guerrilla warfare to lead us into sin. The results in the struggle between 

the Spirit and our sinful natures which Paul wrote about: “For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the 



Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do 

not do what you want (Galatians 5:17)”” (Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness). 

 Another person said: “‘The believer’s lapses into sin are like the mischances of the weather which 

hinder the seed’s growth. The growth of a living seed maybe checked temporarily, but, after that temporary 

check, it begins again, and goes on until the time of harvest arrives... Though there may be lapses into acts of 

sin, he cannot revel in sin, because he has been born of God and remains a child of God” (New International 

Critical Commentary, P. 185). 

 Welcome to the family. The basis of a person's relationship with God isn't something a person has 

done, except for being a sinner. It completely rests upon God and the magnitude of his love. 

 If you've been around long enough, you've heard me insert this verse into messages, leading up to 

songs, or other times. It is one of the most fantastic verses of Scripture. Read 3:1. 

 The most familiar part of the verse is the first part which ends in an exclamation mark. The second 

part also ends with an exclamation mark and doubles down on the thought of the first part. The third part is 

an application and we'll get to that later. 

 Back to parts one and two. The love of God. The word great is a great word but it’s used so offhandedly 

that sometimes we don't think about what it means to be great. Let’s use other synonyms: fantastic, excellent, 

terrific, wonderful, extraordinary, incredible. 

 The important thing is God didn't just talk about love. Love isn't love till it's shown or given away. 

 During the Olympics networks like to give human interest stories. There was one about a winter athlete 

and her mother who were extremely close. The mother was going through difficult medical problems and the 

future looked bleak. The athlete told her mother she couldn't die. The athlete struggled with her responsibility 

toward her mom and the grueling schedule of preparation for the Olympics. As the reporter brought the 

segment to a close, he asked, “How do you explain how much you love? You just do.” 

 God could have tried to explain how much he loves us through messages about it going on and on and 

on about “my love for you humans is so great that it stretches from the North Pole to the South Pole. Farther 

than that, it's from here to the moon. Farther than that, my love reaches the end of the universe.” He could 

have couched it in terms of theological tenets and minute details about his character and his love. 

 However, God didn't try to explain how much he loved. He just did. Another of my favorite verses 

you’ve heard explains just how much God love us. “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God’s love has a sense of unexpected and unwarranted. 

God’s love for humans would be like us adopting a centipede into the family. They’re miserable, filthy 

creatures… and so were we as sinners. 

 We see this in v. 5. Jesus Christ had no sin. He was perfect in his obedience to God the Father yet he 

died because of sin, because of our sin, so he could take it away. This was his purpose. The devil’s poisonous 

death darts were sticking in us. Jesus came to remove them, heal the curse and give us life. 



 V. 8 tells us the Son of God came to destroy the devil’s work and his power over us. He didn't merely 

loosen the bonds that had been wrapped around us. He shattered them, ripping them to pieces.  

 A worker at a zoo carrying his broom and pail entered a lion’s cage to clean it. A visitor yelled to warn 

him that the lion was still in the cage. The worker shook his broom toward the lion who retreated to a corner 

to lay down. The worker told the alarmed guest, “It's okay. He's old and he ain't got no teeth.”  

 The devil’s power has been taken from him. We need to live in the light that Jesus is the one who has 

the power and not the devil. 

 God lavished his love on us. It's love piled on top of love. God doesn't dole out love with a teaspoon 

or give us a smidgen, a hint, a soupcon, a morsel, a dash, a sprinkle. He unloads his entire pantry on us. And 

that's not enough. He brings in a semi load and unloads the whole thing on us. 

 Two fathers were asked about their feelings for their sons. One said, “Of course I love him; He's my 

son.” The second father responded, “Of course he's my son; See how I love him.” The first man’s love was 

based upon the relationship. The second one said his love showed that his son was his son. God’s love is the 

priority and the determining factor of the relationship. 

 What does it mean to be children of God? It means we're properly related to him. We're part of the 

family through the process of being adopted into it because Jesus is the only Son of God. And yet we've been 

granted full rights as an adult. We don't have to wait to experience all he has for us. We can enjoy the perks, 

privileges and protection of being part of the family. We’re given the status of heirs and co-heirs with Jesus. 

 The exclamation marks in verse one show how flabbergasted John was that God would do this. God 

is the author of the words but the message is conveyed through John using John's personality. At this point he 

expresses his mystified and astounded amazement that God loves us so much we could become his children. 

Does that summarize how you feel when you look at what you were in your sin, that in spite of all your sin and 

running from God, that you are his child? Are you stunned? Or are you saying, “If God didn't pick me to be in 

his family, it woulda been his loss”? 

 The world is clueless about how this could happen. It doesn't make any sense whatsoever to them. It's 

because they don't know God. They can't do the simple math of: God’s love expressed through Christ’s death 

allows people to becoming his children when they place their trust in him.  

 The beginning of v. 2, “dear friends”, is a calming mechanism, whether it's for the readers or for John. 

It seems like he doesn't want to get too excited, but I can picture John who was maybe 80 or 90 at this point, 

getting goosebumps all over himself, as he again says “now we are children of God.” It was like he was going 

to burst a gasket as the truth was so hard to contain. 

 There's more. This focus isn’t just on what the children of God experience during their earthly lives. 

There’s the future. READ 2B & C. This present reality and what has been experienced is great and fantastic, 

but the future possession when Jesus Christ appears is absolutely mind blowing. “No eye has seen, no ear has 

heard, no mind has conceived the things God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).  



 What will it be like to be like Jesus Christ? What will it be like to see him as he is? John was given a 

glimpse and put some of it down in the book of Revelation. Songwriters have tried to envision it. 

 Contrast of families. The devil’s family.  vv. 6, 8, 10 

 Those who belong to the devil are those who keep on sinning (v. 6). They continue to sin and have no 

qualms about it. They don't seek to repent, seek God's forgiveness or strive to live lives to please God. Rather 

they’re marked by an attitude of “Sin, who cares? No biggee.”  

 They’re “defiant, persistent sinners” (New Int Crit Comm, p. 183). “The determined sinner who 

“continues in sin,” covets no change and seeks no victory, proves that he has never really known Christ” 

(Blaiklock). He makes sin his business. The sin of unbelief is at the core of the non-Christian’s practice of sin. 

 V. 10 draws the conclusion about how the devil's children resemble him in their deeds and lifestyle. 

They don't do what is right, making no attempt to do what is pleasing to God. Secondly, they don't love others. 

how we are to live 

 The family name is easily passed on from God. The family likeness it's not as easily passed on. God 

brought us into his family, gave us a new name and a new nature. Now it's up to us to live as his children in 

expectation of heaven when we’ll be completely with him. Warren Wiersbe said, “The unbeliever sins against 

the law. The believer sins against love.” 

 V. 7 issues this caution: don't be led astray. Don't pay attention to how people label themselves. People 

have to pass the smell test. When our children Nate and Tiffani were growing up, they liked skunk smell. We 

could be driving down the road and if they caught a whiff of it, they wanted the windows rolled down to catch 

more of the aroma. We can’t pass off “odor de skunk” to someone as if they were smelling roses. Simply 

naming the skunk smell something else doesn't make it something else. Simply calling people children of God 

doesn't make them children of God. There's a cult that goes by the name “Children of God” but they certainly 

don't teach the truth. They don't do what is right, don't follow God according to what his word says. 

 God provides motives for us to live pure lives. V. 1 declares we’re children of God who should desire 

to please our Father. V. 2 says we’re getting ready for heaven. V. 7 says we’re to strive to be like and look like 

Jesus Christ. Purify ourselves even as he is pure. It hearkens back to 1:9 and 2:1. We repent of our sins, seek 

forgiveness and desire to move on from the sin. 

 V. 9. God's life-giving seed is in us. When you plant beans in your garden, you don't expect something 

else like watermelon or pizza or kangaroos. Beans have the genetic code for beans. We have God’s DNA in 

the new nature he gives us so our spiritual lives have the characteristics of God the Father and are able to 

reproduce lives that please God. Now we’re to live to produce fruit.  


