CALL TO PRAYER
MAY 2019

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE AFFECTED
BY MIDWEST, INDONESIA FLOODING
On March 16 at 9:30 p.m., a flash
flood struck nine subdistricts in
Sentani, in the province of Papua,
Indonesia. Since most residents were
asleep, the affected communities were
unable to prepare. A separate landslide
occurred in the city of Jayapura several
hours later. At least 114 people were
killed in total. More than 11,000 have
been displaced.
“We’ve had multiple, huge landslides
and major flooding in the last hour,” an
Alliance colleague in the area said via
email the night of the events. “The rain
just won’t stop. People are frantically
searching for loved ones. Power is out.
Bridges are washed away. It’s really scary
for everyone.” Although no Alliance
international workers were affected,
The Alliance in Indonesia (GKII)
reported two deaths and ten houses
being swept away. An Alliance Bible
school flooded, with many students
having lost their belongings.
“It’s been an exhausting few weeks
in Sentani, where a team of Alliance
workers, expatriates, and local church
members continues to respond to the
many needs,” an Alliance international
worker observed in mid-April. CAMA,
the U.S. C&MA’s relief and development
arm, committed an initial $5,000 for
relief efforts. The Indonesia Alliance

relief arm (Tents of Compassion) has
also been helping victims. Assistance
has focused on digging out homes and
delivering water and supplies. Pray
for strength, health, and patience for
workers involved in relief; provision
of needed supplies; opportunities for
gospel witness; and the rebuilding of
the Bible school.
Around the same time as the disasters
hit Papua, days of heavy rain and
snowmelt brought historic flooding
to parts of the Midwest, killing at
least three people. Farmers have been
especially hard hit. “I was shocked by
the destruction in our community,”
said Rob Storey, Alliance MidAmerica
District superintendent. Seven Alliance
churches in Iowa and Nebraska are
located in or near flooded communities;
they have no structural damages,
but some families have experienced
significant damage to their homes.
Several of these congregations have
been serving their communities,
providing meals and helping to purchase
new water heaters and furnaces for flood
victims. Pray for a slower snowmelt to
prevent additional flooding; wisdom for
relief organizations as they assist those
affected; and that hurting people will
experience Christ’s love.
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Alliance Council 2019
Alliance people will gather in Orlando,
Florida, May 28–June 2, to celebrate
what God is doing in our midst and seek
His heart as we move beyond. Unpacking
this year’s Council theme, President
John Stumbo says, “I sense the Spirit’s
prompting to challenge us to move
beyond our current limitations and,
more importantly, beyond whatever may
be holding us back in our relationship
with Jesus. I’m eager to explore together
where God is taking us next.” Guided
by the following requests, please pray
for this important event.
For U.S. Alliance pastors, church
workers, lay delegates, international
workers, and other attendees—pray
for the Holy Spirit’s presence and His
renewing work within, among, and
through them; deep levels of ownership
of and engagement in Christ’s calling
on The Alliance; and protection and
safe travel.
For council speakers, worship leaders,
and seminar presenters—pray for
God’s anointing; clarity of mind; and
meaningful interactions.
For President Stumbo—pray for
wisdom as he leads the Alliance family
throughout the week; deep, restful
sleep; and endurance for long hours of
preaching, meeting with leaders, and
attending multiple gatherings.
Also, ask God to unleash a spirit of
bold generosity among His people as they
respond to Saturday’s benevolent offering
to workers in need and to Sunday’s Great

Commission Day Offering to help send
and support new international workers.
Pray for hotel/convention center staff to
feel valued and thanked by the Alliance
family and be drawn to Christ.

He Is Our Father

ADAPTED FROM THE LIFE OF PRAYER, BY
A. B. SIMPSON

All true prayer begins in the recognition
of the Father. The first view given of God
in the Lord’s Prayer is not His majesty but
His paternal love. The name expresses the
most personal and tender love, protection,
and intimacy.
On a lonely bed in a Southern hospital,
a soldier lay dying. A Christian friend
called to see him and tried to speak of
Christ but was repelled with infidel
scorn. The Christian tried in vain to
reach his heart but at last simply knelt
down by the bed and tenderly repeated
the Lord’s Prayer. When he arose to leave,
the infidel’s eyes were wet with tears. He
tried to brush them away and conceal his
feelings, but at last he broke down and
said, “My mother taught me that more
than 50 years ago, and it quite broke me
up to hear it again.”
The missionary left, not wishing to
hinder the voice of God. The next time
he called, the patient had disappeared.
Sending for the nurse, he asked about him
and was told that a night or two before,
the soldier had died—but just before the
end, she heard him repeating the words,
“Our Father, who art in heaven,” and then
he added in a husky voice, “Mother, I am
coming! He is my Father, too.”
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Thank you for praying for Alliance workers and for the people with whom they share the gospel.
To receive The Alliance Call to Prayer and weekly Alliance Prayer Requests via email, subscribe at
www.cmalliance.org/pray. Alliance ministries are supported by gifts to the Great Commission Fund
and the CAMA Advance Fund.
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